
    

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cay was made into a TV movie in 1974 staring 

James Earl Jones. 

Sequel 
Timothy of the Cay 
By Theodore Taylor 
Published 1993 
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  Lexile level:    
 

    860L 

 

The Cay 
 

BY Theodore Taylor 

1.  Where does Phillip first meet Timothy? 

 

2. What does Timothy call Phillip?  Why do you 

think Timothy calls Phillip by this name? 

 

3. While on the raft, what happens to Phillip that 

makes him even more dependent on Timothy? 

 

4. Why does Phillip feel angry with his mother and 

Timothy?  What other feelings do you think 

Phillip was having?  How would you feel in his 

circumstances? 

 

5. When Phillip first meets Timothy what does he 

think of him and why?  How do Phillip’s 

feelings change as he grows to know Timothy?  

Why does Phillip ask Timothy if he is still 

black? 

 

6. How do Phillip’s experiences on the island & 

with Timothy change him?  

Related Websites: 

http://www.theodoretaylor.com/ 

 

http://www.mce.k12tn.net/survival/cay/cay.htm 

 

http://www.tolerance.org/activity/facing-n-word 

 

http://www.stmargcs.ca/class/kkoester/cay/default.htm 

 

 

 

The Cay’s dedication: 

To Dr. King’s dream, which can only come true if the very young know and understand.   
April 1968 

Rochester Public Library 
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