
Downloading Overdrive Adobe PDF/EPUB eBooks with Adobe Digital 

Editions 

Overdrive offers digital books you can download to your computer to read offline and/or transfer to a 

compatible eBook reader (at this time Sony Reader, Barnes & Noble Nook).  

 

How to Download an Overdrive eBook 

1. Download and install Adobe Digital Editions software on your computer (available at adobe.com) 

2. If you want to transfer an eBook from your computer to a portable digital reader, you'll need to 

create a free Adobe account.  You will be prompted to do this when you first install the Adobe Digital 

Editions software.  

3. Find eBooks to download in the catalog.  To search for titles for downloading, go to the “Fiction, 

Movies & Music” tab on the library’s website.  Then click on the “downloadable” box in the upper left 

corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To limit your search to only eBooks, click on the advanced search link in the “Digital Catalog Search” box. 

 

Then limit your format to either “Adobe EPUB eBook” or “Adobe PDF eBook” and enter your other 

search terms to find downloadable content.  

 

If you only want to see eBooks that are available immediately, check this box before you search. 

 



Any book that says “Add to eCart” is available to check out and download immediately. 

 

Any book that says “eReserve It” is currently checked out.  You can reserve these books and you will be 

notified by email when they are ready to download. 

 

To check out an available eBook, click on “Add to eCart”.  Then click on “Proceed to Checkout” 

 

 



If you have not already signed in, you will be asked to enter your library card number and PIN to check 

out.  You need to have a Rochester Public Library account in good standing to check out eBooks. 

 

 

Overdrive eBooks may be checked out for a loan period of 7, 14 or 21 days.  You can select the number 

of days by using this dropdown box BEFORE you click on the “Confirm check out” button down below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Then you are ready to download your book.  Make sure you have the Adobe Digital Editions software 

installed on your computer, and then just click on the “Download” button. 

 

If you do not have the Adobe Digital Editions software on your computer, you can download it by 

clicking in this link (or visiting adobe.com). 

 

 

A File Download box will open.  Click on "open".  

 

 

 



 

Adobe Digital Editions software will open and download will begin. 

 

Once the download is finished, you will have access to the book on your computer for the loan period 

you have chosen (7, 14, or 21 days).   

 

 



Returning your Overdrive eBooks 

You do not need to return your Overdrive eBooks – when the lending period expires, you will not have 

access to them anymore on your computer and/or eBook reader.  There are never any overdue fines 

with eBooks. 

 

However, if you would prefer to make an Overdrive eBook accessible to other library patrons before 

your check out time is expired, you may return it early.  To return an Overdrive book early, click on the 

arrow in the upper left hand of the book icon, left click it and choose “Return Borrowed Item” from the 

option list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


