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have generated extra revenue for the Book-
store and Library. 

The other big change recently has been that 
we have alphabetized all of the fiction--
mystery/thriller/suspense, general fiction, ro-
mance, trade-sized fiction, and science fiction. 
It is far easier for our customers to locate a 
book since we have been alphabetizing. The 
arms of the carousel now have letters to indi-
cate the location of the alphabetized authors 
as well as signs identifying the sectionôs genre.  

If you have not been in the store for a while, 
please stop in. We have Friends' t-shirts for 
sale, and we have books illustrating the Com-
munity Quilt project, telling everyone's stories. 
We offer an excellent selection of nearly new 
books, and we have terrific prices! On October 
9, we are going to celebrate the Bookstore's 
15th anniversary during our Second Saturday 
Sale in the lobby. Join us!  

Mary Barrett, Friendsô Bookstore Manager 
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The Friends' Bookstore has made many 
changes this year. In addition to new shelves 
and the introduction of Second Saturday Sales, 
we have recently purchased a mannequin 
named ñPage Turnerò by Carol Smyrk, winner 
of our naming contest. Now, you have to under-
stand that she is the size of a person, and she 
hangs out in the back room. Any number of vol-
unteers have been startled by this "intruder" 
when they first enter the store before they turn 
on the lights. We hope that everyone will be-
come more used to Page-- like the customer 
who excused himself for cutting in front of her 
near the math and science section. So polite! 

We have been dressing 
the mannequin to help 
advertise our special 
event sales. At the Beach 
Reads sale, she was in a 
bathing suit, straw hat, 
and sunglasses. One of 
our customers was inter-
ested in buying the bath-
ing suit! Currently she is 
in the store in a 1950s 
dress, sporting an apron 
and carrying cookbooks, 
dressed for the August 14 
cookbook sale. Who 
knows how sheôll be 
dressed for the Septem-

ber 11 sale when we feature crafts, hobbies, 
and quilts? We have been pleased with the 
public reaction to our lobby sales, and they 
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Mark your calendars now!!!  We will be having 
our Fall Book Sale in the auditorium on Satur-
day, October 16 from 1:30 - 5:00 pm and Sun-
day, October 17 from 1:30 - 4:30 pm.  Friends 
may enter at 1:00 am on Saturday by clipping 
the early entry coupon in this newsletter or by 
showing your membership card. 

We need volunteers for sale set up on October 
16 from 11:30 am - 1:00 pm  and at the sale on 
October 16 and 17.  Sign up on the time sheet 
on the bookstore bulletin board or call Shirley 
Edmonson at 299-7553.   

Fall Book Sale Set for 

October 16 and 17 



 

 The citizens of Rochester have a long history of 
library service dating back to the mid-19

th
 cen-

tury.  The Rochester Public Library was formally 
established in 1895, and three years later the 
first library was built.  The library moved three 
more times, in 1937, 1972, and 1995.  Each 
new building was in direct response to the need 
for greater access to library resources from our 
ever-growing, ever-changing community.  

The existing library building was completed in 
1995.  Some still call it the ñnewò library despite 
the fact that itôs already 15 years old!  When 
you think about 1995, it seems like a long time 
ago:  Windows 95 was released, the DVD for-
mat was announced, the OJ Simpson trial took 
place, the Murrah Federal Building was bombed 
in Oklahoma City, and ñBraveheartò won the 
Oscar for Best Picture.   

A lot has changed in the library since 1995, too.  
Here is a sampling of what is new since that 
time:  

DVDs (23,000 in the libraryôs collection) 
Public internet access (27 computer sta-
tions on-site) 
Wireless capability throughout the build-
ing 
Homework assistance (in the library 
three nights per week and online) 
Early literacy story time kits 
Little Tykes computers 
Reference by email, instant messaging, 
and texting 
Downloadable audio, video and music 
Adult and young adult programming 
Book discussion kits 

And library use continues to grow.  In 1996 (the 
first full year in this building), 1,133,993 items 
were circulated.  In 2009, that number was 
1,647,333, a 45% increase.  In the past ten-plus 
years, our circulation grew faster than the 
areaôs population! 

As we look to the future, we know the city and 
county will continue to expand.  Rochester 
Public Library must do so as well in order to 
meet the new and continued needs of our resi-
dents.   

More than 550,000 people walked into the 
Rochester Public Library last year.  Compare 
that to Mayo Clinic with approximately 350,000 
patients in 2009 or the Rochester airport with 
63,143 passengers in 2009.   

The public library holds an important place in 
our city.  It is an essential component of the 
highly-regarded quality of life in our commu-
nity.  It provides free access to information 
while also providing a physical space down-
town to learn, meet, and imagine.  Rochester 
Public Library provides great value for its tax-
payer support.  Let us continue to grow to-
gether. 

Audrey Betcher, Rochester Public Library Director 
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Director 

 

What a beautiful day we had for Rochesterôs 
Second Annual Artigras at Mayo Park on Sat-
urday, August 21.  Our tent was in a primo lo-
cation next to the parking lot with a cool breeze 
most of the day. In addition to many beautiful 
oversized art books, we had audiotapes and 
CDs, unique purses handmade from books, 
and children books.  Children books were our 
best sellers.  This year we made over $300. 

Thank you to all the Friends volunteers who 
made this day possible:  Shirley Edmonson, 
John Edmonson, Yvonne Langren, Sue 
McMillan, Majel Hall, Mary Barrett and Pat Ste-
phenson. 

Friends óDoô Artigras Again 
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We had a very successful Rochesterfest book 
sale June 23 - 24. The combined income from 
auditorium sales and the rare and unusual books 
group was $3516.00.   Abundant thanks to all of 
our dedicated and always dependable 45 volun-
teers who donated 166 hours. 

The relationship between Bookstore sales and 
the Friends other sales (auditorium sales, online 
sales, and rare and unusual book sales) is 
slightly complex. The Bookstore is a major 
Friends project with its own checking account.  
The Friends organization has a general checking 
account separate from that of the Bookstore, 
and in a different bank.  Money from sales in the 
Bookstore flows into the Bookstore account.  
Money from all other book sales (sales not in the 
Bookstore) goes into the Friends general ac-
count.  Each January, the Bookstore simply do-
nates its annual profits directly to the Library 
general budget.  The Friendsô separate general 
account pays expenses for the organization, 
other projects and provides an additional negoti-
ated pledge to the Library for specific dollar 
amounts to pay for designated Library needs--a 
total of $39,000 in 2010.  We also honor re-
quests for items above and beyond that pledge.  
Note that when we receive book donations, the 
Library itself first selects books it can use, and 
remaining books go to the Bookstore or are 
placed in Friendsô Sales.  

 

Congratulations to Mary Barrett, the bookstore 
committee, and other volunteers for recent 
Bookstore improvements. And thank you to 
John Hunziker who did the woodworking for 
the store. In addition to being a member of the 
Library staff, John is also a valued Friend. 

Other activities of note :  1. We again partici-
pated in the Art Council sponsored ARTIgras 
Village  August 21st in Mayo Park.  2. The 
Minnesota Library Association will be meeting 
October 6-8 in Rochester.  3. Our fall book 
sale will take place October 16 and 17 in the 
auditorium.   Also mark your calendars for the 
annual Book and Bake sale December 5. 
Please let me know if you can assist at the 
Library Association meeting or at our Fall 
Book Sale. 

Membership renewal notices will be sent in 
September.  We do appreciate the annual 
dues that many of the Friends pay as well as 
the hours our volunteers donate to the Library. 

To save postage, we are encouraging mem-
bers to receive the Friendsô Newsletter and 
other Library communications by e-mail.  The 
addresses are used only by us and not given 
to any other organization.  You can join our e-
mail list by sending your e-mail address to 
nanlibrary@charter.net. 

Look for the Friendsô link on the Rochester 
Public Library web page. It is updated regu-
larly as are our Facebook page, Twitter and 
internet blogs. 

Shirley Edmonson, Friendsô President, 288-7553 
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